








 
 

 
4400 E. Broadway 
 Suite 307 
Tucson, AZ 85711 
Ph.  520.327.7619 
Fax  520.327.7613 
W W W . SA L C.O R G  

April 23, 2007 
 
Jeff  Hochmuth        
Wilbur Smith Associates 
801 Warrenville Road, Ste 260 
Lisle, IL 60532 
 
Dear Jeff,  
 
The Southern Arizona Leadership Council is a group of senior business leaders in Southern 
Arizona.  We work to resolve critical issues facing our region.  Our work on transportation 
issues is extensive.  We believe transportation to be a major pillar of our economic vitality 
and therefore our future.  We write today to extend our full support for the I-10 Corridor of 
the Future Plan. 
 
As The United State's service oriented economy continues to expand, the reliability of 
delivered goods becomes increasing important. It is critical, not only to reduce increased 
costs on individual retailers and their customers, but to the continued success of our nation's 
economy, its security and competitiveness in the global market place. 
 
It is clear that the volume of goods will only increase. Freight traffic, on both the nations 
R&R and highway systems, is already overburdened and contributes to overall congestion. It 
is critical that well thought out and viable solutions be found to resolve these problems. 
 
The I-10 plan addresses the issues head-on; reducing congestion, optimizing the distribution 
of freight, continuing to maintain our existing R&R and highway systems, expanding the 
system via increased public/private funding, and, using new and innovative technological 
solutions to solve delivery issues are just a few of the many issues the plan will correct. 
 
The decision to develop this strategic system of corridors to facilitate the ease at which 
freight and people are moved across the country is a wise one. The 82 Chief Executive 
Officers of the Southern Arizona Leadership Council enthusiastically endorse the I-10 
component of Corridors of the Future Plan. 
 
Respectively,  

 
Richard T. Myers 
Chairman 
Southern Arizona Leadership Council 
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1. Introduction 
The National I-10 Freight Corridor Coalition proudly submits this Corridor Application to the United 
States Department of Transportation (USDOT) for the Corridors of the Future Program (CFP). The CFP 
is in support of the National Strategy to Reduce Congestion on America’s Transportation Network 
(Congestion Initiative) and also supports the national Borders and Corridors Program. The National I-10 
Freight Corridor Coalition’s application will demonstrate how the I-10 coalition states will continue to 
build upon our foundation that began in 1999 and will continue to strive for successful long-term 
congestion reduction efforts along the I-10 corridor.  

This Application is submitted as a joint effort by an eight-state Departments of Transportation (DOTs) 
coalition that includes California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Florida.  

The National I-10 Freight Corridor Study has existed as a multi-
state coalition for several years and has the original consulting 
team currently under contract, which places the coalition in an 
excellent position to make effective use of CFP federal 

investments. This Application represents the common interests of the eight I-10 coalition states. The 
primary focus of the National I-10 Freight Corridor Study is improving freight mobility. Much of this is 
accomplished through the reduction of congestion along the corridor. Analysis of the study data clearly 
indicates that congestion affects all communities and people within the I-10 corridor; therefore, the 
coalition’s continuing efforts are focused on reducing congestion for the benefit of all within the I-10 
corridor. 

The National I-10 Freight Corridor efforts have proven to be a model of cooperation and initiative. The 
National I-10 Corridor Coalition continues to make strides towards mobility improvements. The National 
I-10 Freight Corridor Study began as a pooled fund study to address freight movement issues along this 
nationally critical freight corridor. The corridor has always used a “best practices” approach of analyzing 
I-10 conditions and studying related efforts and learning from them. The I-10 Corridor Coalition has 
recently established an I-10 Corridor Concept of Operations and is currently completing the Corridor 
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) architecture detailing the vision of linking communications and 
operations throughout the I-10 corridor. As part of the current pooled fund effort, a combined I-10 
Corridor Program List has been established and it includes capital improvement projects, ITS projects, 
and a list of early winner ITS projects slated to move forward with implementation in 2007 and 2008 
(Section 2 of this application contains the National I-10 CFP Program Plan). 

The National I-10 Freight Corridor Coalition’s CFP Application will clearly demonstrate that many 
elements sought to be accomplished by USDOT’s CFP have already been completed by the I-10 Corridor 
Coalition partners: 

• The National I-10 Freight Corridor Phase I Study, completed in 2003, examined a broad variety 
of innovative multimodal options to address congestion and choke points throughout the I-10 
corridor. The coalition has already addressed multiple alternatives and initiatives that address 
congestion in general, and freight efficiency in particular.  

• The I-10 Corridor Coalition members have identified significant capital projects throughout the 
corridor in support of reducing congestion and choke points. 

• Financial implications have been identified and studied for a host of congestion relief options 
across the corridor.  

The National I-10 Freight Corridor 
Study has existed as a multi-state 

coalition since 1999. 
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• Several alternative transportation investment options were reviewed by the National I-10 Freight 
Corridor Study, and the resulting program is included in this application. 

The I-10 Corridor Coalition’s existing institutional framework, our work to date on identifying 
congestion points and funding opportunities, and our focus on freight and addressing all of the 
corridor mobility needs illustrate how I-10 is a true Corridor of the Future and ready to 
immediately accelerate new projects to deployment.  

1.1 Background and History of the National I-10 Freight Corridor 
The DOTs in the eight states traversed by I-10 came together in 1999 during meetings of the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) to discuss the formation of a 
partnership to conduct a corridor-wide planning effort across the length of I-10. The I-10 Corridor 
Partnership was formalized in 2000 through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). In September 
2001, the member states, led by the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), engaged a consulting 
team led by Wilbur Smith Associates to conduct a comprehensive, freight-focused planning evaluation of 
the entire corridor system. WSA is still under contract to support the National I-10 Corridor Coalition, 
and will continue with this contract through 2008. 

The National I-10 Corridor, as defined by the representatives of the Coalition Partnership, is illustrated in 
Figure 1 and includes the following characteristics: 

• The I-10 corridor exceeds 2,600 miles in length. Approximately 1,900 miles are rural and 721 
miles are urban.  

• Eight states (Calif., Ariz., N.M., Texas, La., Miss., Ala., and Fla.) 
• The I-10 corridor passes through 17 major urban areas:  

o Los Angeles, Calif. 
o Phoenix and Tucson, Ariz. 
o Las Cruces, N.M. 
o El Paso, San Antonio, Houston and Beaumont, Texas 
o Lake Charles, Lafayette, Baton Rouge and New Orleans, La. 
o Biloxi, Miss. 
o Mobile, Ala. 
o Pensacola, Tallahassee and Jacksonville, Fla. 

• The I-10 Corridor passes through several federal land areas:  
o Indian Reservations (Agua Caliente, Calif., Cabazon, Calif., Gila River, Ariz., and Morongo, 

Calif.) 
o National Wildlife Refuges (Bayou Sauvage, La., Grand Bay, Ala. and Miss., and Mississippi 

Sandhill Crane, Miss.) 
o Osceola National Forest, Fla. 
o Bonnett Carre Spillway, La. 
o Camp Bullis, Texas 
o Cecil Field Naval Air Station (Closed), Fla. 
o Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. 
o Public Domain – Bureau of Land Management (Calif., Ariz., and N.M.) 

• The I-10 facility network, coast-to-coast, was defined as including: 
o All portions of I-10 across the nation; 
o I-710, SR 60, and I-12; 
o Relevant portions of major National Highway System (NHS) facilities connecting to I-10; 
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o Relevant portions of urban freeways connecting to I-10; and 
o All intermodal facilities that influence I-10 operations (ports, airports, rail, etc.). 

Figure 1: The National I-10 Freight Corridor 

 

To direct the study effort, the eight states delegated representatives to an executive level steering 
committee, chaired by Mike Behren of Texas, which established overall directions for the corridor 
planning effort. A Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), chaired by Mike Akridge of Florida, with 
representation from each of the eight states was also delegated to manage the consultant team and oversee 
the study. 

Although the National I-10 Freight Corridor Study analyzed opportunities to enhance freight movement 
speed and reliability, the data supporting the study clearly showed that congestion affects all communities 
and people within the I-10 corridor and beyond.  

Not only does I-10 serve as one of the few national east-west 
routes across the United States, it also serves as a collector 
corridor – that is, much of the traffic that uses I-10 is destined for 
other parts of the country and Mexico. While I-10 does not cross 
the U.S./Mexico border, much of the freight travel that crosses this border traverses some portion of I-10. 
I-10 also serves to connect some southern metropolitan areas with alternate north-south routes. The I-10 
corridor is a major economic corridor for the United States. Figure 2 illustrates the amount of freight that 
travels on I-10 that also travels on other interstates and regions across the United States. Congestion and 
delays along I-10 result in increased costs not just in the I-10 states, but across the country.  

Congestion and delays along I-10 
result in increased costs in the I-10 
states and across the entire country.




